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J. P. Grant, Francis Horner, and J. Aber- 
eromby, f° r their constitutional care of 
Ireland, manifested in last session in their 
opposition to measures. of coercion, adopt- 
ed without previous legislative inquiry. 
They are more especially entitled to the 
gratitude of Irishmen, because most of our 
Irish members refrained from all inter- 
ferenceon the occasion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meet- 
ing are eminently doe to the Honourable 
William Fletcher, one of the Justices of 
the Court of Common Pleas in Ireland, 
for" his excellent Charges delivered at last 
Assises to- the Grand Juries of the counties 
of Tipperary and Wexford, as containing 
a dear and well-founded exposition of the 
causes which produce the distracted state 
of Ireland ; and especially for his bold re- 
probation of the Orange system, which in 



those parts of Ireland where it prevails, is 
the originating cause of all the disturban- 
ces of the public peace. 

Resolved that these Resolutions be pub- 
lished in the Belfast Commercial Chronicle, 
the Ulster Recorder, the Dublin Evening 
Post and Correspondent, and in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle, London Paper. 

RoBIS-T TtKHEKTi 

It was moved that Robert Tennent leave 
the Chair, and Archibald Hamilton Row. 
an was called on totake it. 

Resolved, That this meeting, from their 
affectionate sense of the private virtues 
and the public sufferings of Robert Ten- 
nent, as well as for his conduct in the Chair 
this day, do return him their most sixteen 
Thanks. 

Archibald Hamilton Rowans 
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rT'O those who think with us, that 
the whole worth and estimation 
of man in his social character, as 
well as the relative value and im- 
portance of the society itself, is most 
essentially connected with the wide 
diffusion of political liberty, it be- 
comes an anxious question, whether 
that liberty (a currency of intrinsic 
value so tnucli beyond 'the most 
precious metallic circulation.) be 
augmented or depreciated through- 
out Europe, since the memorable era 
of the French Revolution. We are 
led, perhaps by our wishes, to De- 
rive that Man, as a member of the 
European poblic, has rite* in per- 
sonal value and political estimation 
since that event and perhaps in con- 
sequence of it. For, in the moral 
m in the natural world, there is 
ft good angel which " rides in the 
whirlwind and t|' recU tne storm," 
and the very hurricane which, at the 
time, threatened to hew dowu the 
tree, and cut off the branches, and 
shook, off tat leaves, and scattered 



the fruit, has, in the result, spread 
wide about the world the 'radicles of 
reform, and political renovation. 
After remaining for a certain time 
buried in the strange soil, as soon 
as tbey rise into day, they shook 
forth with a stronger devolbpement. 
We would say, that, through the ex- 
tent of Europe, from centre to cir- 
cumference, human reason is better 
instructed than it ever has yet been, in 
the true principles of government, and 
in the knowledge of political liber- 
ty, as the most certain means of 
raising the value of individuals, 
and, therefore adding to the wealth 
of nations. 

As instances of the truth of our 
Assertion, and indicts of this progres- 
sive advancement, which human 
reason has made, from first principles 
to ultimate consequences its the set* 
ence of government (including prac- 
tice as well as theory) we gladly ad- 
duce those grand documents, or, as 
we wish to call them, proclamations 
of mankind, promulgated from the 
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■ortbern to the southern extremity 
of Europe, by the Spanish Coi tez, 
aad hv the representatives of the 
Norwegian people, those written 
constitutional charters, wherein the 
rights and duties of men in society, 
and not less of monarchs, are pre- 
cisely ascertained; the distinction 
drawn between the too frequently- 
confounded powers of sovereignty ; a 
sovereignty not veer, and in contempt 
of the people, but for them and 
from them ; the legislative separated 
most strictly from the executive, 
and throughout the whole declara- 
tions, the principle of national 
■EPRESENTATION recognized as 'he 
grand axiom worthy of universal 
assent, and replete in its consequences 
with the future welfare of mankind. 
From the coast of Iberia to the 
Scandinavian shore, and even in 
Prussia, this pregnant principle of 
national representation is beginning 
to exert its influence as the grand 
spring and stimulus of the most 
productive political economy. Nor 
will we believe in the hopeless re- 
lapse of the Spanish people into all 
their ancient and oppressive slave 
ries, however we may be convinced 
of the folly and infatuation of Fer- 
dinand. We know indeed, that 
there is, as it were, a constant diurnal 
ebb and flow of tide in human a IV 
fairs, and particularly in respect to 
the liberties of mankind, but there 
is at the same time, a vast swell 
from beneath, whose progressive ad- 
vancement is only to be noticed in 
larger divisions of time; and inde- 
pendent of the occasional surge rais- 
ed by revolutionary storms, we have 
numerous proofs that ocean mind is 
rising to a higher elevation in every 
part of continental Europe. The 
political constitutions of Holland, 
ofSicify, of Switzerland, of Geneva, 
of Spain, of Norway, are all new and 
irrefragable demonstrations deduced 
from che^rst principles of govern- 
ment, presenting practical proofs of 



the general melioration and improve- 
ment of society in that grand de- 
partment of human knowledge, po- 
litical liberty, with which we think 
the morals and manners, as well as 
power and riches of every communi- 
ty are most intimately connected. 

The beneficial results of the French. 
Revolution are beginning at length 
to become manifested iu the mitiga- 
tion of despotic power, and in the 
increasing strength, of public opinion 
not only in that country, but through- 
out the globe. The constitution- 
al charter of France was indeed 
at first written in blood, and after- 
wards drowned in it by the demo- 
cratic madness of Robespierre, or the 
military despotism of Bonaparte, but 
it has notwithstanding emerged front 
the sanguinary flood, and even in 
the decisive negative which the pro- 
jected law for imposing a previous 
censorship on the periodical press, 
has lately met within the Chamber of 
Dt puties, we see, even here, the 
triumph of truth, and the progres- 
sive strength of public opinion, dur- 
ing that interval between the deposi- 
tion and restoration of the Bourbon 
race. 

All Eurljpe is, we think, under a 
new regimen, and a general reform 
of governments, modotied as many 
are, and more are likely to be, upon 
codes of constitution whose charac- 
ters are engraved upon the memory 
and on the heart. Wisdom is from 
the heart; and the whole science of 
politics, is in reality, deductible from 
a few elemental truths, obvious to 
the common sense ot mankind, and 
to the intellect, as we may call it, of 
the pure and uutorrupted heart. 
Political pliilosophy.tike natural phi- 
losophy, is established on the foun- 
dation of a few axioms or primary 
selfeyitlent principles, as Upon a 
rock, and stands immoveable on its 
base, i.nshakeu by doubting disputa- 
tions, dictated mosl frequently by 
selfish and corrupt motives. 
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That the sovereignly resides'essen- 
tially i« the universality of citizens, 
that each citizen has an equal r.ght 
to concur immediatel y or mediately 
in i lie formation of the. law, and the 
nomination of the representative* 
of the people; that all the people 
wjihout distinction of religion, aie 
entitled to become public function- 
aries; and tha' the social guaran- 
tee cannot exist if the division of 
powers be not established, if their li- 
mits be not fixed-, and if the re- 
sponsibility of the public function- 
aries be not assured. Such are some 
of the primary truths which are ra- 
pidly evolving throughout Europe, 
improving the personal character of 
sovereigns, and preparing the way 
for national freedom and indepen- 
dence. 

If our dear and native country 
cannot otherwise be emancipated, 
she will, it is to be hoped, in no long 
course nf time.be buoyed up on the 
penernl elevation of the human race, 
and ihe present improved and improv- 
ing stale of society; improved bv its 
Jong privations and sufferings, im- 
proved liv its experience of the fu- 
tility and fragility of military fame, 
by its conviction of the lamentable 
effects produced from an excursive 
cultivation of the profession of arms, 
and l>y the better knowledge of the 
object and ends of government which 
has already infused moderation and 
forbearance into the character of 
princes, and the conduct of the peo- 
ple. It will not be possible to keep 
this island for a much longer time, 
as an unhappy exception to the ge- 
neral renovation of Europe, and tlie 
progressive melioration of mankind. 

Another strong proof of the pro- 
gressive illumination of public opin- 
ion, may be adduced in the promp- 
titude and zeal expressed in Britain 
for the total abolition of the Slave- 
trade. The total number of petitions 
is 861 (a noble Jist) entfthe number 
•f signatures amount to upwards of 



755 OCX). We observe petitions to 
the same purport from DuWtn. Cork, 
Limerick, tVaterford, Newry ;*■ but 
not oi e from Belfast. It is to be 
hoped, fhat the British Minister will, 
at the Congress, exert himself a- 
gainst the interested clamours of the 
French colonial*, more successfully 
than he did 'at Paris, particularly as 
the Emperor ol Ro<sia'«as teo favour- 
able to the abolition "that be warm- 
ly espoused it, and in the last in- 
stance, finding that he could not ob- 
tain its immediate abolition, he p-o- i 
posed that it should only endure for 
one year, and in this he Awas ndt 
seconded by our minister. 

We think on the whole, that the 
theory of representative government-f- 
ig coming into practice throughout 
the whole continent of 'Europe, atid 
with a proper distinction of the pow- 
ers of government, particularly 'he 
equality of rights of the three grand 
sects or parties of the Christian re- 
ligion, tbe political constitution of 
states, great and small, is in the 
progress of melioration The re- 
storation of Geneva, Genoa, a"*! 
the Hanseatic towns, with the itew 
constitution of the city of Frankfort, 
ate all additional proofsofthemfluence 
which is produced by the spirit of 
the times, enlightened and liberal 
notwithstanding the endeavour made 
in some countries to revert to the 
ignorance, intolerance, and servili- 
ty ot the dark ages. 

Notwithstanding the re»eststblish- 
roent of the Inquisition in Spain, 
notwithstanding tbe papal Bull for 
the restoration of Jesuits, notwith- 
standing the fete of tbe recovery of 
the H-'iv Cn-wn of Thorns in the 

" " V " I . I "■' I - ' "T 

■A petition from X»burn wit b 383 
•ignatores, wits forwarded although it is 
not noticed in the list.- 

•f "The ground and bans, of ev« y jnstend. 
free government is a. .general council of 
ablest men chosen hy the people to con- 
sult of public aflairt from twit to time'for- 
theedtooion gboi" 'Miilfirte 
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metropolitan chnrch of Paris, not- 
withstanding Hie preparations made 
at "Rome for 'he canonization of Louis 
XVt. the festival in honourofSt. Igna- 
tius, founder of the order of the Jesu- 
its, attended 1>y several cardinals, the 
most disiiitagoistiefl ecclesiastics at 
Rome, and an immense concourse 
of the faithful; notwithstanding the 
re-esrablishftrent of the monastic or- 
ders; notwithstanding the letter from 
Louis XVIII. to the Vicars General, 
ordering a revival of the solemn dedi- 
cation of France to the Mother of 
God, and the procession in honour 
of it ; notwithstanding the aforesaid 
Pope lias ordered the re-estatolsh- 
merit of all the festivals observed 
before the French Revolution, pro- 
hibited the lighting of the streets in 
an) other-way than t»y lanterns ap- 
pended to the images of saints, and 
abridged'the privileges of the sanctu- 
ary; in fine, notwithstanding the holy 
oliice, and the Orange lodge, the 
religious and the civil inquisition, 
the speeches of Secretary Peele, and 
tire seals of Joanna Southcott, we 
place our trust in the common sense 
and common hnwsty of the huftiau- 
iiiid, which, we believe is still to 
He considered as the 'rule of which 
tu-se instances are now the eicep^ 
tlons, whereas in former times the 
rule was bigotry and ignorance, 
maintained by priest craft, when 
<Ja ! ileo was imprisoned for saying 
that the earfh moved, and bis trans- 
lators ventured only to say, thatthe 
true system of the earth was merely 
a supposition, 'but that they coincid- 
ed entirefy' in the sentiments of the 
Holy See, with respect to all mat- 
ters of as ronorny: this and such 
like instances Were tberrexrt/>»/«w to 
the geivrnf ignorance and ilhberality 
of the times. 

In Norway the principle of popu- 
lar representation appears respected 
«ven by the invader of' the country, 
*nd dturper of the rights of nation*. 



.A mutual appeal is made by Berna. 
dotte, and by Christian, (both of 
them ambiguous characters.) to am 
extraordinary Diet to be assembled 
on the 7 th of October, for the par- 
pose of deliberating on the situation 
of the Kingdom, and the expedien- 
cy of an onion wjltl Sweden, such 
an union as will leave the internal 
government, along with all pobti- 
oal, military, and municipal offices 
in the bands Of the Norwegians 
themselves, and thus preserve a fe- 
deral independence, and m national 
government. We trust that bribe- 
ry, corruption, places, pensions, 
compensations, will not be employ, 
ed, as in otkeo instances, to annihi- 
late politioal liberty under *f be co- 
lour of union, to crush, and condense 
all the genius, the glory, the high 
expectations of a country , into the 
monosyllable, job, and to transfer 
those rights of nature, «nd claims of 
posterity by ihe'gioss of a treaty, of 
whcli no treaty can take cognizance, 
for no compact can deprtve tbem 
whose assent to the engugement can 
never be attained. Posterity has 
rights of which no treaty or compact 
can deprive ihetn. 

Norway, thank God, has not yet 
fallen, in one ol the poems -attri- 
buted to Ossian, the aged bard t» 
leaching his harp to rel-ate the hast 
sad battle in which his *oo Oscar 
died, and the wtdowed -Malvina is 
sitting at his feet. The old man is, 
as it were, transported into (he Clash 
and fury of the battle, •wfreii,. sud- 
denly be casts down his eves, and 
views the deep, but still sorrows of 
his daughter.- "Daughter of Tos- 
car," he exclaims, •• why that tear? 
He is ttct faitlen yet." Nor yet it 
Norway ' fallen ; and we rejoice, at 
this moment, to hear that tne -peo- 
ple, although deserted by Prince 
Christian, (whose conduct seems all 
along to have been- manee ivrtng the 
korteoder of rntJcounuy,} "have-de- 
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termined to assert their own rights, 
and to embody the national will a- 
gainat the dictates of him who would 
resign the elected sovereignty, or 
of him who would usurp their terri- 
tory. O, there is a dignity, a sub- 
limity in this national resistance, 
which makes itself respected, if not 
feared, by those high and mighty 
potentates who signed and sealed the 
transference of Norway, and which 
resistance, in all events, will secure 
a compromise honourable to all par- 
ties ; but to be sold like sheep 
taken from the pen, to be jobbed a- 
way, to be choused and bamboozled 
out of our birthdom, without a single 
benefit in exchange, or a single 
pledge performed — O, that way mad- 
ness lies ! 

Our lone of country is compelled 
to expatriate, and attach its sympa- 
thy to the fate of other unfortunate 
nations, particularly to Poland, the 
most affecting example of private 
virtue and spirit with the deepest 
poblic calamity ; and who ever can 
read the appeal of the aged King of 
Poland, and of his patriotic subjects, 
in the solemn prott st of the year 
1793, whoever can read this legacy 
to posterity, without shedding a 
manly tear, roust be of a nature a- 
beve or below the human. " I, the 
King of Poland, enfeebled by age, 
and sinking under the accumulated 
weight of so many vexations and 
misfortunes j and we, the members 
of the Diet, hereby declare, that, 
beiug unable, even by the sacrifice 
of our lives, to relieve our country 
from the yoke of its oppressors, we 
consign it to posterity, trusting that 
means may be found, at some hap- 
pier period, to rescue it from op- 
pression and slavery. Such means, 
unfortunately, are not in our power, 
and other countries abandon us to 
our fate. While tbey reprobate the 
violations which one country has 
committed against liberty, they can 



not only with apathy, but with ap- 
probation, view the outrages that 
have been perpetrated against Pe» 
lamt." " Protest of the Polish King 
and Diet, 24th September, 179S." 

Such declarations as these never 
die ; at the time, they may be una- 
vailing, but tbey are recalled to the 
memory of posterity, and awaken 
even now the moral sense of man- 
kind. The life remains in the seed, 
however long it may be buried too 
deeply in the earth, and it developes 
itself when brought nearer to the 
light and heat of day. 

In the late noble address of the 
officers of the Polish army to Gene- 
ral D robrowsky, dated at Warsaw, 
August l©th, we see the repeti- 
tion of the same glorious spirit. 
" Explain to u», General, why wa 
must take arms. We have shed our 
blood for almost all nations: they 
deluded us with expectations, and 
the blood we have shed has produced 
no advantage except to the adven- 
turers v> ho aimed only at promoting 
their own ends. There is no Pole 
who does not think with tears on 
the present occurrences of the world. 
All monarchs are endeavouring to 
give back to Europe general peace, 
its rights, and the balance of power. 
We, Poles, who have given to other 
nations an — ample how one ought 
to fight forc..-'s right and indepen- 
dence, remain an enigma to the 
whole of Europe. All are full of joy 
at the new life they have received, 
but not a single nation attends to the 
justice of our cause Unhappy bre- 
thren \ We alone return to our 
mournful homes, deserted by hope, 
as if all nations intended to cover the 
wrongs we have endured, and the 
splendour of our ancient glory with 
the veil of oblivion"— But we must 
refer our reader for the rest of this 
spirit stirring document to the public 
prints, and we rejoice? to find < D »* 
the Emperor of Kusaia has began » 
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withdraw the Russian army out of 
Poland, and thus to give a confident 
indication that the rights of that un- 
fortunate country will he respected 
in the ensuing congress, and a con- 
stitutional Sovereignty will be again 
established, with a national repre- 
sentative, and a resident monarch.* 

The King of Prussia also has with- 
drawn his claim to his respective 
share of Poland. If it be restored 
to its complete integral state, the 
Poles are ready to submit with good 
faith to any King, whether foreigner 
or not. 

At this Congress, we hope to see 
peace consummated, in the only 
way it can be rendered permanent, 
by a respect to the rights of nations, 
and an establishment of civil and re- 
ligious liberty all over civilized En- 
rope. This Congress is the grand 
Centre of political speculation, for 
preserving the balance of power 

• The returgency of Poland, the resist- 
ance of Norway, might, we think, form 
subjects worthy of a great poet, but the 
fashion of the clay is to pen dark and mys- 
terious tales of freebooters, and corsairs, 
and buccaniers, and banditti, and of old 
women (we beg pardon,) of ymi» women, 
(for thni the grand distinction lies,) tied 
up in sacks and cast into rivers, and, here, 
we have opened upon another tale of hor- 
ror named Lara, of a nam tied in a sack, 
and cast into a river. We think the cha- 
racter of Lara drawn with a powerful 
PW, which however seems always strain- 
ing to make black, blacker ; and we la- 
ment to see such genius prostituted to such 
poor purposes, such a total absence of all 
''•rat end. The Odyssey was a produc- 
tion of the rudest age, and Lara is writ- 
ten in an age the most refined. We are 
almost tempted to use the words of the 
Duke to the melancholy Jaques j 

Most mischievous foul sin in chiding sin; 
For thou thyself hast been a libertine; 
And all the emboss'd sores and headed evils, 
That thou with licence of free foot hast 

sought, 
"Ouldit thou disgorge into the gmrml 

world.*' 



which will be found to be nothing 1 
else than the balance ot justice, of 
religious liberty, and the diffused 
enjoyment of representative govern- 
ment under monarchical form. Am- 
bitions projects and plans of aggran- 
disement will only accelerate the re- 
turn of war, with all its miseries. 
There appears indeed merely a sus- 
pension of arms at present, and an 
occupation of countries, as if in exe* 
cm ton of some preliminary treaty* 
made between the allied powers, 
about to receive its full ratifica- 
tion in the Congress which is to as* 
semble at Vienna on or about to* 
first of October. The public decla- 
rations are pacific j but the disposi- 
tions of the different armies are war- 
like. Belgium, or the Netherlands, 
are occupied by numerous forces, 
particularly of English and Hanove- 
rians ; the Prussian army lakes its 
position between the Meuse and 
the Moselle. Venice is to> regain- 
her rank among the first cities in the 
world, that is, to fall again with 
a large portion of Italy, under the 
dominion of Austria. Italy is to be 
partitioned, and the German slate* 
to be more strictty united in federa- 
tive union, witb tbe exception of 
Saxony, which is to be the prey of 
the Prussian Eagle, the King of 
Saxony having renounced all his 
rights and claims to the sovereignty. 
But it is not in the allocation or dis- 
location of countries, the Congress 
at Vienna wilt render itself immor- 
tal in fame or infamy, but by an- 
nouncing to the world, and guaran- 
teeing by their joint power, a grand 
revisal of the code of public or in- 
ternational law, both on land and oh 
sea, which will secure to all coun- 
tries a free intercourse and inter- 
cltAnge of commodities, and encour- 
age domestic industry by a paternal 
protection to the principles of civil 
and religious freedom. 

We entertain a strong confidsKM* 
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that it is to this Congress, and the 
mediation of Russia m it, to whictt 
•re shall be indebted for peace with 
America. It is scarcely possible that 
peace can happen, if there be a de- 
mand of a part of the territory of 
the \jnited Slates in order to make a 
new frontier to Canada, without the 
intervention of tome very powerful 
mediating power, for, in our appre- 
hension, such a data* on the integri- 
ty of any state, must involve in it 
not merely a sacrifice of its interests, 
but what ia much wore precious, 
its honour and its independence. 
As well might the city of Washing- 
ton or of Philadelphia, be surrender- 
ed as cautionary tow ns for the per- 
formance of a treaty; and such de- 
mands are only to be accepted — 
when there is a conquest made of 
the whole country. The demand 
nay or may dot have been made, 
bat it should have met, and pro- 
bably -by this time has met with a 
Spartan reply. " Take America, 
•nd you shall then dispose of 
the frontier of the United States. 
Conquer the country, and you 
•hall make your own bounda- 
ries." The length of country re- 
quired is a margin of thirty mile* 
on the Southern side of Lakes Onta- 
rio and Erie, which would alienate 
■both the Pennsylvania)! and New- 
York territories, and comprehend 
a surrender of 15,000 square miles. 
The honour and the interest (two 
words for the same thing,) of an 
independent nation must repel such 
a demand, and, if persisted iu, the 
war must inevitably continue. 

fiance, it is probable, will be 
glad to jjive employment to her dis- 
contented military, by suffering the 
•fiicers to go to America. The ob- 
ject of her ptesnoi government is 
tite preservation of peace, and even 
the ceji&urale of the press proceeds 
from the apprehension of its exciting 
U» & cejuew*! ei the war, or, per- 



haps, to the revival of republican* 
ism. The pamphlet lately publish-) 
ed by the celebrated C.uuot. wbu 
gave an emphatic, No, to the elec- 
tion of Napoleon, has instantly 
been suppressed, prance has suf- 
fered less than England by the «u; 
her debt will be paid cff in tUe 
course of two or three years, while 
iu England aa enormous debt presses, 
heavily upon the national industry, 
by the mass of taxation required* to 
discharge the annual interest, and 
to make an appropriation tor the 
gradual extinction of the principal, 
The taxes levied in England are, in 
proportion to its population, mure 
than five times greater than those of 
Frauce. Five pounds are paid by 
the individual in England, and but 
one by the inhabitant uf Fiance. 

With respect to .Ireland, little 
has occurred worthy of retrospect. 
The charge of Judge p.eteutr 
has, indeed, made a strung, and we 
should hope, a durable impression 
upou the public mind, not so njuch 
from the novelty of the matter* a* 
the station of the wan, aad as au 
authoritative contradiction to tno 
ministerial statement of the necessity 
6f the coercive bills lately passed 
ii> Parliament. It is indeed a power- 
ful document; although, iu our *>• 
pinuoo, it only touches upon the 
secondary cajittes, and appears un- 
willing to examine lute the primary 
cause of this country's weafcire.-.:,, 
from which, all ttie outers, direct I) . 
or indirectly, spring. Tim* a, Uie 
want of a political equaiUuuou *• 
roong the grand rcligiousdistiu<itiotts. 
It is this which has, for such a cour»e 
of years, divided, distracted, and 
debilitated the sucial community in 
ireiand, atid gives rise to various 
national corruption* -wliii-n, if atmh 
longer left to themselves, must, we 
fear, be purged by iMtioiial calami- 
ties. We think Judge FjelcherV An- 
teinal remedies equally inadequate 
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to the radical and effectual cure of 
the long disease of Ireland, although 
certainly more popular than Mr. 
Peele's superficial plasters, which 
instead of being healing and emol- 
lient, must irritate and excoriate 
wherever they are applied* 

Ati aucitut gentleman, who had 
seen better days, in the course of a 
long journey on horseback, from 
the heat of the weather, or the 
rough ridge of his Roziuante, or the 
state of his own system, became 
sorely excoriated, that is in vulgar 
phrase, had lost leather. Fortunate- 
ly, he was passing through a country 
town, and alighting at the doctor's 
shop, he requested the boy behind 
the counter, to supply him with 
some lenient, healing, liuimeiit which 
would assuage the irritation and 
preserve the peace wherever applied. 
The application was made according 
to rule. " Thank you my dear boy. 
All now is safe, and smooth, and 
comfortable. When 1 come back, 
I hope to see you walking on this side 
the counter, one of the corps diplo- 
matique. Here is a five-penny fee 
for you. Commend me to your sick 
master." So saying, he mounted his 
steed with wonderous alacrity, and 
proceeded on his destination. In a 
few hundred yards, however, the a- 
greeable warmth became pungent, 
painful, ardent. A little farther tie 
was able to jog on — then, on a sud- 
den, be sprung upward from the sad- 
dle, like a pyramid of fir*. "Zounds!" 
ejaculated unr traveller, *< can this 
be a healing plaster ? 1 am suffering 
martyrdom. I am placed oo a red- 
hot gridiron — I am ibrown into con- 
vulsions — I cannot go forward I 
must go back/' and back he did not 
>idt, but walk, or rather straddle. 
" Hark you, boy, what is your name ?" 
" Peele, sir." " Peel! a very suit- 
able name indeed. You are the boy 
wiio can take the rind olf a mau. 
You are the boy who can excoriate 
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a country ! I wish to Heaven you 
had been exported to the Bay of 
Ftiudy to try your talent in skinning 
the Arctic bears ! Are you a dis- 
ciple of Ignatius Loyala i" " Yes, 
sir, I am a loyalist." "Are you an 
imp of the Spanish Inquisition ? Oh! 
o!v! for the mercy of Heaven, re- 
lieve me from this torture." Tne 
pert and presuming boy frightened 
at the contortions and cries of the 
old gentleman, hastily replied, " In- 
deed sir, I am no Spanish Inquisitor, 
but I fear that I have, in my hurry, 
put a plaster of Spanish flies to the 
place where 1 should have applied 
• the salve for all sores.' " " And all 
this disturbance and torture to come 
from entrusting the fundamentals of 
the constitution to an ignorant and 
ill-informed sbop-boy— .run, you 
rogue, for Doctor Fletcher." 

In the present inertness of the 
public mind, and timidity of the 
public press, we consider the comti« 
tuiional interposition of the judicial 
power on the part of the people as a 
most providential circumstance, a 
new era for the country, an expo- 
sition, such as we have often ex- 
pressed in our wishes, that bids fair 
to draw the serious and immediate 
attention of Parliament to the affairs 
of Ireland. " Odi profauum vulgus, 
et arceo" haa been the maxim pre- 
valent among the gentry of Ireland, 
whereas the truer and more useful 
political practices would have been, 
at all times, " Misereor pauperis 
plebis, et eligo." The expenditure 
of Irish absences increased beyond 
bounds inconsequence of the Union, 
will, iu no long time, transfer the 
properly of the country to other 
hands by the grand inquest of the 
uation ; and irnw is the time to con- 
ciliate and incorporate, for ere long 
it will be too late. There mu»t 
shortly be a judgment formed be- 
tween the contradictory allegations 
of Judge Fletcher, and Mr. Secretary 

• S 



fifO 



Mwtfltly Metrcspect cf Politics, 



[Sept. 



Peele, (an " amicus curice" in the 
widest sense of (lie words ) In the 
trial of the issue now joined, it will 
be seen whether the penal laws still 
existing be not the radical cause of 
the national grievances, and the con- 
Slant provocatives of outrage. 

The ministerial press has said no- 
thing against the validity of the 
charge. JJke a pack of harriers who 
coon suddenly upon the covert of a 
noble beast of prey, they are struck 
dumb, in one moment, by the strange 
a,nd fearful growl, and retreat from 
ti>e glare of his eye balls. 

•* Tbey stand aloof, and tremble at his roar, 
Muchi* their hunger, but their fear is more." 

In the evasion or desertion of the 
Irish members, whose silence may 
be deemed assent ive to the necessity 
of such cperrive bills, this document 
of Jud^e Fletcher will form a ful- 
crum, a point d'afpui for Mr. Grant, 
who has promised to bring forward 
in the next session a motion for tak- 
ing the state ql Ireland into consider- 
ation. 

In the mean time, vie doubt not 
that Mr. Peele will consider himself 
responsible for the application of the 
new penal laws, to justify his eager- 
ness in proposing them, although it 
appears curious that only a single 
barony, in a single county, Tipper- 
ary, has yet been proclaimed, a.nd 
that too, after much diversity of o- 
pinion among the magistrates, nor 
even there, has the curfcto hill been 
put in force, but merely the bill of 
patronage, which requires an extra- 
ordinal}', and very onerous estab- 
lishment of police, amounting at least 
to £.3,500 per annum upon the dis- 
trict, and double that sum if part of 
the barony should be in one county, 
and part in another. 

As far as these baronial policemen 
depend for their support on their 
salaries, they will delight in troubled 
waters, thriving in a storm, and 



starving in a calm ; aud it is to be 
suspected that all these coercive bills 
have already shrivelled into a diffu- 
sion of the system of city expense 
and patronage, throughout the coun- 
try, a most excellent plan surely for 
Conciliation nf Ireland, and making 
it most productive to the interest of 
Great- Britain. We think the Irish, 
administration already shaken by the 
charge already mentioned, and, af- 
ter the different kinds qf law which 
have been unavailingly tried in Ire- 
land, penal laws, and martial laws, 
and «* laws of extraordinary poliie,"* 
it will be found that the strength and 
efficiency of government must de- 
pend on a law still superior to any 
of these, opinion, tha. general opin- 
ion of the wisdom, and the integrity 
of the governors. The great error 
in the English administration of Ire- 
land, is, that it looks to the interests 
of Great Britain directly, and those 
of Ireland are expected to come a- 
bout circuitonsly, but the truer mode 
\V"uld be, in our apprehension, to 
look to the advantage of this country 
in the first instant*, and then, most 
assuredly, the result would indirect- 
ly, and perhaps not immediately, 
hut certainly in the event, be highly 
and lastingly beneficial to the whole 
empire. 

Lord Doooughmore and Mr. Grat- 
tan in their addresses 10 the Catholics 
of Cork, have again der lined to re« 



• It not the term Una prostituted by 
such application ? Would that our Irish 
secretaries had the sublime, and almost 
divine definition of Cicero before their 
eyes, and placed conspicuously in their 
cabinets in letters of gold. " Est quidem 
vera lex, recta ratio, nature congrutns, 
diffusa m emnn, constant sempiterna, quae 
vocet comet ad < fijetum jubendo, vetando 
a fraude deterreat" &c. always contrast- 
ing the universality of a just law, with 
the partiality of what is absurdly called 
penal law, or the penal 'code, 'exclusive of 
common rights. 
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ceive the petition to Parliament, if there they amome a perioi1ic.il hq. 
understood to be instructed in respect utility,) in the advocacy of the Ca- 
to their mode of managing it. As tholic claims in the Htuse, to say- 
to the general question of obedience they were instructed so and so, that 
in the representative to the instruct is, authorised as a counsellor is by 
lions of h.s constituents in great and his client, without being themselves 
tatomentous affairs, the terms of the responsible fdf the comeuts of their 
ieUtionship might, we think, show brief.* 

sufficiently the nature of its recipro- We lament exceedingly that a de> 

cal rights and duties, hot the fact is, ferenve to the opinion of a political 

that the unconstitutional prolongation parry led the Catholics to suspend 

of Parliament fi dm one year ioseved, their petition during the last session 

gave to members the first occasion df of Parliament, for we think they are 

agitating this question, and evading bound by considerations superior to 

the controul of that authority from any which may be called political, 

•whence they sprung. For 1 in annual to an unremitting perseverance in 

Parliament*, (here was, and would their appeal to Britain, and through 

t>e, little or no reason to doubt a Britain to all the powers of Europe 

strict conformity with the sentiments who have declared themselves m'ty- 

of the 1 constituents (which however ested for justice, and the extension 

partial in single instances, become of civil and religious freedom. In- 

when collected, the national will,) deed we know not a better course 

but when the Parliament was so uo- that could be taken (if still Unl'oriu- 

constitutidnally prolonged, the repre- nate) than td make such a solemn 1 

sentatives never rested until; under appeal to the public Opinion of all 

the pretext of being called to legis- Europe iii the first instance. W<s 



late for the whale nation, and not for 
any particular place, they contrived 
to evade entirely the controul of 
authoritative instructions} and finish. 



lament Still more* that several ex- 
pressions have been made use of in 
their public documen'? which have 
led not a few to the belief (we are 



fed by personating the People, rather not of the number) tint vheir priest- 

tban representing them. hood have what is called by the ah- 

In the present case however, of cl nts (who found it admirably 

the Catholics, in respect to these two _ _, , ,_^ 

gentlemen, the term instructions, if t 

Understood in any imperative sense, * J*™ a ™ v r« ™ ietA *«k» IWqurtt 
,„„ . . , . ' r . ■ „ use of the phrase " 1 am instructed, we 

Was certainly improper and imsap- a , us ^ c£ ,„„ he u ttader , tJo<i ^ 

J>lied, and we are happy to fiua that the court t(i *»f, « TK« is not my own 
under a change Of the word, into opiniou." We took up thiiidei from the 
" communication or SUggeStldU," the time we heard Counsellor Michiel itiiijh 
♦erbalor actU.il misunderstanding is (» ! ' ce « ; ee m<!d * patriotic lawyer, but 
likely to be removed. It is the pe^ u ""'r slee P'"5 i °!"" il j , u P" n ,hj V'} 1 ™* 
tttion itself for which the Catholic , ^ nse ^rette li« rCWellor cure. 
OOdy IS responsible, but not lor Mr. The Chancellor interrupted, him .:> his iirt- 
Grattan s. Or Lord Djnoughnon 's petuous harangue, wiiij a smart tjucsti >u, 
'peeches in introducing it. TheCattn- accompanied with his characteristic siie^-r- 
lics si>eak by their petition, and by inff smile. Front that moment every ; «. 
<W only, nor would We think it at cond sentence of the pleader vvas . tmro- 
-i' J - - duced wu!t the words "My lord, 1' am 

instructed so and so." " Aii '" whispered 
oue of the audience to hi» neighbour, « pur 
«»«se is lost," and lost «t Uruinly wa«. 



•II inconsistent with ttie dignity of 
re presentatives (dignified every 
"here, except on the hustings, and 
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adapted to strengthen their author- 
ity) a two-fold doctrine exoteric and 
esoteric, the one delivered before 
the curtain, and the other maintain- 
ed in sacred reserve for the initiated 
behind it. We Believe that this 
prejudice, whether ancient or mo- 
dem, whether Pythagorean, Egyp- 
tian, or Jesuitical, has been one 
chief cause of the ignorance, the 
captivity, and the misery of man- 
kind. There is reason from what 
has lately occurred in different parts 
of Europe, to fear that a net is now 
fabricating by master artists, which 
is designed to involve mankind once 
more in the strong, yet invisible, 
meshes of mystery, credulity, and 
superstition, but we trust that these 
rords of spiritual and political bon- 
dage will be, like threads touched 
with the flame, when met by the 
heroism of human nature, enlight- 
ened by the progress of knowledge, 
the spirit of liberty, and the love of 
truth. With singleness of heart and 
untired constancy it proceeds, and 
with the blessing of the God of 
Truth never fails to accomplish its 
virtuous purposes. 



On the 19th itist. a meeting of the 
Friends of Civil and Religious Li- 
berty, was held in Belfast for the 
purpose of originating a fresh Anti- 
Orange petition to both Houses- of 
Parliament, to be presented in the 
ensuing session. The resolutions 
will be found at page 251. Thanks 
were also returned to those who pre- 
sented the petitions in last session, 
and to the few who advocated the 
cause of Ireland, when the consi- 
deration of Secretary Peele's bills 
was before parliament ; and also to 
Judge Fletcher for' his charge to the 
Grand Jury of Wexford, which al- 
though so widely spread through 
the country, we have placed on re- 
cord in this Magazine, to serve 
hereafter for reference as a protest 



from the judicial bench against the 
measures of government, and as a 
correct exposition of the causes 
which distract Ireland. It contains 
just observations on the causes, 
which have led to the disturbances, 
which have too long existed, and 
which have stamped a character for 
turbulence on our nation in our sis- 
ter isle, in part justly, bat se far 
unjustly, as the causes which have 
led to the riotous conduct have not 
been taken into consideration, while 
the hasty, injurious, and unjust con- 
clusion has been adopted by many 
unreflecting persons of all classes, 
that the Irish are untameable and 
undeserving the benefits of the Brit- 
ish constitution. Justice Fletcher's 
charge will be likely in an especial 
manner to remove this popular error 
in Great Britain. His bold undaunt- 
ed exposure of the evils resulting 
from the Orange system is peculiar- 
ly excellent and will afford a body 
and a strength to the arguments to 
be used when the Anti-Orange peti- 
tions shall again be brought under 
consideration. Hitherto they were 
supported chiefly and almost solely 
by the allegations of the petitioners. 
Now there is the authority of a 
Judge publicly delivered, not only 
in support of the reality of the 
atrocities but also of the other 
causes, which have led to our con- 
vulsed state. 

At the meeting in Belfast, Robert 
Tennent was with peculiar propriety 
called to the chair, and the very 
appropriate thanks returned to him, 
while the chair was occupied by 
Archibald Hamilton Rowan, a man 
true to the best interests of Ireland, 
were very becoming and proper. 
There is a cant of moderation, veil- 
ing timidity or corruption, which af- 
fects to object to ail decisive mea- 
sures, and would level all public 
spirit to the grovelling views of con- 
veniency and a trimming expvdiea- 
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cy. These persons with a dastardly 
cowardice would desert" the stricken 
deer)" aodleave a man who has suffer- 
ed in the public cause to be hunted 
down by his enemies, without any ex- 
pressionof sympathy and supprrt.that 
these feeble men might preserve their 
character for spurious moderation. 
The persons who were active at the 
meeting at Belfast, which was com- 
posed of others besides the inhabi- 
tants of that town, thought and acted 
differently. They did not hesitate 
to return the just claims of honour 
and respect to a most worthy man, 
and as far as lay in their way, re- 
deem the public debt due to him. 
" The Athenians know what is right: 
the Lacedemonians practice it," 

Public' spirit is at the lowest ebb 
is the town of Belfast. A pomposity 
in planning and a poverty in exe- 
cuting, characterize their proceed- 
ings. Many plans were spoken of, 
to express the sense, which all hon- 
est men feel of the unblemished re- 
putation of Robert Tennent. These 
plans successively flourished lor a 
time, and afforded an opportunity 
for talking, but as io every other 
of the late attempts iu Belfast, the 
worm of indifference gnawing at 
the root, soon caused a withering of 
the gourd, which sprang up in the 
night and withered in the heat of the 
business of the succeeding day. An 
address of thanks frittered down by 
successive parings, so as to destroy 
its essence, si«i % ed by a few, and fi- 
nally laid aside ; the talk about a 
piece of plate, and a public dinner, 
all furnished subjects lor idle con- 
versation. Nothing was done to 
mark his estimation in public opin- 
ion, previously to the late vote of 
thanks, except a spirited and just 
allusion to his case, by Robert Giim- 
sbaw, in his speech, at the close of 
the session of the Historic Society ;* 



<* The speech of Robert Grinubaw, will 
be found at page 194 of this Magazine. 



yet that Society had previously 
negatived a motion for an ad- 
dress of thanks to Robert Ten- 
nent as their hononary member. A 
fondness to raise objections is be- 
come an epidemic disease. Each 
tries to outvie in spreading the con- 
tagion of timidity to destroy public 
spirit. It is a mere attempt to cover 
indolence, or some worse motive. 
The most fertile in raising objections 
to the plans of others, are common- 
ly themselves the most feeble at 
action. 

In the midst of this corruption 
and feebleness in. the public mind, 
which destroy all virtuous attempts, 
and characterize the present times, 
it is consolotary to bear again the 
voice of Counsellor O'Connell, break- 
ing forth once more in its accus- 
tomed vigour, at the Catholic Meet- 
ing and dinner at Cork. It has been 
fashionable indiscriminately to cen- 
sure the proceedings of the Catholic 
Board. Ail their measures may not 
have been strictly defensible. Oc- 
casional errors may have crept in. 
But in the present state of Ireland, 
the Board formed a good organ for 
the exposition of public sentiment, 
which is lost since its meetings have 
been suspended. A good feeling, and 
display of honest patriotic sentiment 
were frequently discoverable in I he 
speeches of many of the members, 
among whom Daniel O'Connell, 
stood conspicuously pre-eminent 
for liberality and the love of liberty, 
and of that religious freedom which 
is equally beneficial to both Catholic 
and Protestant and is the right of 
the Catholic in Great Britain, Ire- 
land, Holland, and Sweden, and of 
the FrOieslant in Spain, Portugal, 
and Italy, while in France, i' is hon- 
ourably conceded to both. His me- 
morable toast at Cork, was truly ap- 
propriate, and disclosed bis mark- 
ed reprobation of bigotry and in- 
tolerance, which though adopted by 
differing parties prove their origin 
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from one common source. The do- 
minant faction, on whatever side, is 
almost always intolerant. We gladly 
re echo his toast, "The speedy down- 
fal of tne Inquisition and of Orange 

I.ODGtS !" 

The hurtful ramifications of the 
Orange system, are almost innumer- 
able, ami-are spreading especially in 
the neighbourhood ol Belfast, while 
many of the inhabitants are almost 
ttncon^ious of its extensive spread. 
On the I lth inst. a large Orange pro- 
cession itte.ided at the interment of one 
ofNbeir members from Brown's squire 
at Sbankhitt. Some yeomen, with a 
party of an English regiment <•! Mi- 
litia,' accompanied With their side- 
amis, and a guard with fixed bayo- 
nets son oimde.i the drum. On in- 
quiry it is asserted, that the Eng- 
lish Militia received their Orange 
warrant before they left Eng- 
land. All this military parade 
appeared more for the purpose 
of irritation, than of protection, as 
if they were eager to provoke an 
attack and repeat again the horrors 
of North-street. Such provocatives 
to riots ought not to be permitted 
in a peaceable country. Some dis- 
turbances took place thai evening 
in the neighbourhood of Carrick-hill, 
and two or three men were severely 
wounded. Riots are th« necessary 
and almost unavoidable consequences 
of these processions. Secretary 
Peelc speaks of the necessity of hav- 
ing Orange Associations more under 
the controul of government, but 
wretched indeed most be that system 
of government, which seeks to rule 
under the influence of a mob. True 
and enlightened policy leads to the 
rejection ot all authority of clubs, 
and to rule solely through tLe me- 
dium ot constitutional law, fairly and 
impartially administered to all classes 
of the community. 

In the present number the series 
of Major Cartwright's letters on the 



subject of Parliamentary Reform \i 
closed. It is a subject of the highest 
importance, to which we would 
gladly be the instrument* of calling 
public attention. But the theme is 
unfashionable, and the subject very 
Hitle attended to, even by those, who 
in other respects are desirous to pro- 
mote the public weal. Yet without 
a renovation ot our parliamentary 
representation, we are fast verging 
towards despotism, and to an 
absolute destruction of the pub- 
lic mind, as in Spain. 

We may also if we are not watch- 
ful, have wS'ate Imjuisiuou inlrodue* 
ed among us. '1 he revival of this 
hated tribunal in Spain is owing to 
the want of a public mind among 
the people. Its restoration is more 
justly condemnable not for its ior- 
mer deeds, when the principles of" 
liberty were less understood by all 
nations, and all religions, but from' 
the fears of its fresh outrages on 
civil and religious liberty. The 
deeds of former days, when all sects 
in possession of power .mutually per • 
secuted each other, might with ad- 
vantage be consigned to oblivion* 
fur all have persecuted in their turn, 
and none are sufficiently clear to re- 
proach others on account of former 
misconduct, but it was hoped, that 
the age was too enlightened tor a re- 
petition of similar attacks oh reason 
and conscience, or at least that the 
mists of ignorance were gradually 
dispelling, which favoured the role 
of political or religious intolerance* 
Let us however not be too hasty in 
boasts of our superior illumina- 
tion, or of our exemption from leav- 
ing engines of oppression in our po- 
litical institutions. The sap of se- 
cret influence has, since the oWnlul 
of the Stuarts, succeeded not less 
dangerously against liberty than the 
former direct attacks of pi&oga- 
tive.* 

• « Th«*c are two form of jovenuae** 
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In England the decay of public 
virtue proceeds with rapid strides. 
The late fetes have contributed large- 
ly to the debasement of morals. The 
calendar is said to be peculiarly hea- 
vy at the present sessions, and gaol 
deliveries at London and Westmins- 
ter; owing to 'he licence for tflssi- 
paiion afforded by tbe idleness oc- 
casioned by running after the late 
shows and festivities, and the ridi- 
culous absurdities of the feres.* 

Yet some occasional glimpses of 
public spirit are manifested. In 
Cbrnwal an important question has 
arisen, whether householders who 
are not freeholders, have a right to 
attend county meetings convened by 
the sheriff In consequence of tbe 
dispute, two meetings were held, one 
of freeholders, at which the sheriff 
presided, and another of freehold- 
ers and householders, in which the 
cljair was taken by a gentleman in 
opposition to the claim of the sheriff 
to preside oii|y at an exclusive meet- 
ing of freeholders, fwo sets of re- 
solutions, both declaratory of pub- 
lic joy fir the return of peace, and 
of disapprobation of the renewal of 



the Stuart! bad tried ont—dragun'mg, and 
failed. Tbe other was influence .- both end- 
ed in tyranny. Influence soon degenerat- 
ed into corruptiou-^orruption at length 
exhausted its own means ; fear was then 
substituted ; or perhaps to a remnant of 
corruption was superadded an accession 
of fear ; these failing, terror was substitut- 
ed, and terror as all knew was but ano- 
ther name for tyranny." 

J. HoaHi Tooke. 

* The following; extract from the West 
Briton affords a disgusting specimen of 
depraved manners. 

" To such a pitch of depravity were 
things catried, that ou Monday evening 
a female, in the presence of hundreds of 
the other sex, absolut;ly stripped herself 
naked, and would have bathed in the Ser- 
pentine, but for the interference of some 
women not quite so abandoned » her- 
self ! » !» 



the slave-trade permitted to France, 
Were the consequence. Public liber- 
ty gains by such discussions, in which 
attempts are made to be freed from 
the shackles of an encroaching and 
prescriptive authority. 

The Dissenting Ministers of the 
Three Denominations in London, 
have lately presented a fulsomely 
flattering address to tbe Prince Re- 
gent ; they speak " of his regency 
beinjl crowned with unspeakable 
splemlour by the restoration of 
peace ;" they pray " that he may 
long enjoy a life of health, usefulness, 
and honour : that in every circum- 
stance, which can lighten the weight 
of government, his personal felicity 
may increase, and when be is re- 
moved from presiding over a free, 
united and flourishing people, he 
may be admitted to the possession of 
an immortal arid unfading crown." 
In this picture, so different from the 
real state of things, do the reverend 
fathers design to flatter, or under 
the mask of flattery, do they con- 
ceal a keenly biting satire ? Speak- 
ing of the approaching cougress at 
Vienna, they say, " From the Cha- 
racter and con'luct of the sovereign* 
who shall there be assembled, we 
likewise trust that the rights of our 
Protestant brethren in Catholic coun- 
tries, will become the objects of care 
ami protection." They neglect, 
however, to notice the (ike rights, 
which are due to Catholics under 
Protestant governments, or to speak; 
faithfully to the Regent oti tins press- 
ing sub|ect. Such are the incoosis? 
tehcies of the professed teachers of 
Christianity ! 

An alteration highly advantageous 
to tbe county of Londonderry is 
said to he likely to take place on the 
expiration of the present leases 
granted by the London companies j 
who, instead of setting the land m 
large proportions, design to le^se it 
directly to the occupying tpoaaia, 
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and thus lay aside the middle men, 
who now enjoy such large incomes. 
Such a measure would essentially 
tend to establish a most respectable 
yeomanry in that county. 

The Earl of Moira indulges his 
fondness for shew, by establishing 
strict and pompous etiqueuc of 
state in his presidency in India. 
Thus he proves the littleness ot his 
mind, and consoles himself for the 
lot* of reputation by which his pre- 
sent mission to India was purchased, 
through his subverviency to promote 
the views of the household adminis- 
tration. 

A?aconstrast,theEarlofDunough- 
more pursues his unbending course 
of patriotism. Some may blame him 
for his unaccommodating firmness, 
and his want of facility in conceding 
to popular prejudices. He strongly 
reprobated the fligitious system of 
court corruption : he has, in unequi- 
vocal and strong terms, condemned 
the Orange system : he has express- 
ed strong disapprobation of the Ve- 
to, and the insidious plan of securi- 
ties, and has agreed to present the 
Catholic petition of the county of 
Cork, although with a high minded 
and lofty independence, he rejects 
to have the terms dictated to hi u : 
to crown all, he has lately attended 
a meeting of magistrates of the 
county of Tippermy. and prevented 
the present farther extension in that 
county, of the new Peace Preserva- 
tion B'.II, beyond the barony of 
Middiethird, which had been pre- 
viously proclaimed for the purposes 
of that act. Such practical patriot- 
ism deserves the gratitude of his 
country. 

Bad as is the present state of 
France, it is still in some respects 
better than under Bonaparte. They 
now permit the speeches in favour 
of the liberty of the press to be pub- 
lished. Under his rule, if the Le- 
gislative Body had any opinions in- 



dependent of his sovereign will, they 
were carefully oppressed from the 
French people. Bonaparte was an 
inconsistent character. According 
to an account lately published of 
him on the continent, and said to 
havefcten written by an officer serv- 
ing under him, and which appears 
to bear some internal marks of au- 
thenticity, he was mostly in too great 
a hurry to listen to reason : be had 
not time to attend coolly to the mul- 
tifarious details of business which 
successively engaged his attention. 
Hence he was the sport of passion, 
and was hurried on from one thing 
to another, and had not time for re- 
flection to arrange his plans. He 
failed, because he attempted more 
than the powers of man are equal to ; 
and he fell unpitied, because a sor- 
did ambition, confined to his own ag- 
grandizement, bad alienated others 
from him. 

But he is not the only sordid" des- 
pot in Europe. Dark rumours are 
afloat that Frederic of Prussia is me- 
ditating designs on Saxony, in the 
same spirit so strongly condemned 
in Bonaparte. Wdl the Congress at 
Vienna act so inconsistently as to 
sanction this fresh usurpation ? 

The republicans in South Ameri- 
ca have lately triumphed by the cap- 
ture of iMonle Video, in which they 
were aided by a Captain Brown, 
said to be an Irishman. Spanish A- 
nieiica is divided into two parties : 
Spaniards by birth, who support the 
ruie of the mother country, and the 
descendants of Spaniards born in 
America. If Spain should sink un- 
der the despotism of the feeble Fer- 
dinand and his wicked counsellors, 
the establishment of a good govern- 
ment in America, would afford some 
consolation to the friends of suffer- 
ing and afflicted humaniiy. The 
people are too often forced to be 
the victims of the prejudices and 
passions of their rulers. According 
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to the fashionable morality of the 
day, much declamation is common 
against the vices and occasional ex- 
cesses of a people asserting their 
rights, but the no less dangerous vices 
of princes and theirminions are gloss- 
ed over. Despotism is not less hideous 
than anarchy, and the crimes of 
government at least equal, or rather 
may be said to exceed those of the 
people, evea in their wildest aberra- 
tions. 

In Domingo strong resistance is 
preparing to the expected invasion 
of that island by the French. Bo- 
naparte failed immediately after the 
conclusion of the last peace, in his 
attempt to subjugate it. May the 
Bourbons now be equally unsuccess- 
ful ! The Blacks have a right to 
the liberty they have acquired. The 
conquest of Domingo is intimately 
connected with the plan of the 
French, to revive the Slave-trade on 
the coast of Africa. If Domingo 
maintain its independence many 
crimes will be thus prevented in 
Africa, as the plan appears to be to re- 
colonize Domingo, with fresh slaves, 



to replace the destruction expected 
to take place in its black population, 
which the French now seek to ex- 
tirpate. 

In Canada some smart fighting 
has lately taken place, and the Brit- 
ish upon the result of the whole, 
have at present nothing to boast. 
The American territory is, on the o- 
iher hand threatened from the side 
of the sea, and the safely of Balti- 
more, and even of Washington, is 
endangered. Unless the invasion a- 
ronse the public spirit of the coun- 
try, and reconcile the contending 
factions, the very existence of the 
Union is at hazard. Something 
more than the name of republican 
must be awakened. The war with 
America partakes much of the nature 
of a crusade against liberty. A re- 
sistance founded on the imperishable 
principles of freedom, can alone save 
them. If the spirit of liberty is not 
aroused, they are in danger of be- 
ing lost. But one consolation re- 
mains, if they fall from a deficiency 
of public spirit, they deserve their 
fate. K. 
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TIE KIWIT TELEGRAPH. 

AS I get a sight of this paper now and 
then, I am enabled to give those 
readers of the Magazine, among whom a 
Telegraph is latterly become a rarity, some 
general idea how this interesting Journal 
works its way. Lately I ventured to pre- 
dict the cessation, after a little time, of this 
Editor's monthly philippics, against the 
Belfast Magazine; an event_ which, he 
himself actually announces in his last 
speech dated in the present month. The 
reason was plain : he had fairly run out 
his stock, of nicknames (those necessary 
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materials for disputation, which he had 
so surprisingly prolonged;) and he was 
thus obliged of necessity to quit the field. 
This I had promised to the Magazine 
writers some time back. Almost 1 am 
tempted to quoit myiilf on the occasion ; 
and I certainly do take some credit for 
having foretold what seemed so improb- 
able, and what the Telegraph himself, up 
to his late declaration was so auiious to 
discredit. 

I remember too, having promised on be- 
half of the Telegraph, that he would as- 
sume, at least, the appearance of honesty 
before long. Already the novel symptoms 
begin to shew ; and the Telegraph has at* 
tacked the Orange processions in tht 
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